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Said R. Mana, “Is this to let the people know that there is a fast that 
day? They fall to the ground on their bellies [in the prayer] and do 
they not know that it is a fast day?” 


He said to him, “It is to let you know that they read the blessings and 
the curses [even when the fast coincides with the New Moon]. [The 
lection of the fast day overrides the Torah readings of the New 
Moon.]” 


[E] R. Yudan of Cappadocia said before R. Yosé in the name of R. 
Judah bar Pazzi, “They read [in the Torah] on the New Moon [the 
regular lections assigned to that day].” 


[F] R. Yosé dealt with the tradition of R. Judah bar Pazzi. He said to 
him, “Have you heard something from your father on this subject?” 


[G] He said to him, “Father did not [66b] say so except with regard to 
the people of Ein Tav. Since they know [exactly] when the New 
Moon falls out, they read [the regular lections in] the Torah [that 
are appropriate to be read regularly on] the New Moon. [The 
count of Ein Tav declared the New Moon.] 


[H] “But in all other places they read the blessings and the curses.” 


It has been taught [in the Tosefta’s version]: “The ninth of Ab which 
coincided with the eve of the Sabbath [Friday] [M. 2:14D], a 
person eats food in the volume of an egg and drinks liquid even in 
the volume of an egg, 


“so that this person should not enter [the Sabbath] when he is 
subject to pain,” the words of R. Judah. 


R. Yosé says, “Lo, this person should fast and complete the fast 
day” [T. Ta. 2:7A-C]. 


R. Zeirah in the name of R. Judah, R. Ba, R. Immi bar Ezekiel in the 
name of Rab, “The law is in accord with him who says, “This person 
should fast and complete the fast day.’” 


[E] Why did he not simply say, “The law accords with R. Yosé”? 


[F] There may be a Tannaite authority who will get confused and say, 
“It accords with the statement of sages.” 


[G] R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hunah: “And even in the case of 
an individual who took a fast upon himself on the eve of the 
Sabbath, he should fast and complete the fast [until the onset of 
the Sabbath].” 


